The Asturian Homelands of the Longorias

A Photo and History Tour
by Raul N. Longoria

Figurel. An aerialview, in a westerly directionpf the Longoria ancestral homelandsa
Asturias, Spain The treelined Rio Narcea flows along the base of the mountain at right.
Image capturedrom www.belmontedemiranda.com.



| would really enjoy spending the rest of my life hefidat thought kept crossing my mind as |
travelled through the small mountain valley (Figure 1) in Asturias, Spain. This tranquiligalley
blessed with a great climate ar@nains green throughout the ye#&pple trees gromext to

orange and lemondes. Themplefields are fertile seemingly able to grow anything one

wishes to plant. Colorful flowering plants thrive in gardens without effort. In particular, the
blue and pink hydrangeas are spectacular and amazing with their huge size. Riemtlgg si
along one side of the valley is a river teeming with salmon and trout. | grew up in the midst of
the Wild Horse Desert of South Texas so Haautiful littlevalley seemed like a paradise to me

This idyllic and peacefwalley is wherd.ongoria ootsrun deep It is wherethe Longoria
surnamecame into being. Ik the location of the Longoria ancestral homelantte place
whereLorenzo Suarez de Longoriathe ancestor of most of the Longorias of Mexico and the
United Stateslived more than 400 years ago

The year was 1603 when-ygar oldLorenzo Suarez de Longorideft the peaceful valley

where he was born to travel to Nueva EspaithMexico City. This waur years beforéghe
English established their first permanent settleina¢ Jamestown, VirginiaAnd it would be
anotherl?7 yeardefore the pilgrims sailed on the Mayflower to establish the Plymouth Colony
in what is now Massachusetts

Lorenzo did not come to the New World without friends and relatives. He was aigldf

young boys who wergranted approvdb make the journeyEachc ame as a ficri adoo
servant boy, fothe newly appointe®idor in the Real Audiencia de Mexid@edro Suarez de

Longoria. The new Oi dor was a ®AlonsddeleRontigaf Therewag nz 0 06 s
at least one other nephew of the Oidor in the grbope de Lanio s on of the Oidor
Catalina Suarez de Lama

No archival records have been found to indicate that dithvenzo Suarez de Longoriaor his
unclePedro Suarez @ Longoria ever again set foot in their homelands in Asturidst 408

years after they left Asturias, the dreams of Bgri@atgrandson of Lorenzo were fulfilled when

| visited the homelands in 2011 and walked on the grounds Lorenzo quite likely played on as a
child.

The valley is located some 20 miles from the Cantabrian Sea and about 25 miles west of the
capital city ofOviedo. The ancestral homelands extend for about three miles along the Rio
Narcea (Figure 2), from the village of Larieanio (in the Concejo de Salas) on the north to San
Martin de Lodon (in the Concejo de Belmonte de Miranda) on the,stedahthe corfience of

the Rio Narcea and the Rio Pigueia. About half a mile northeast of San Martin de Lodon, lies
the little village of LongorigLlongoria in the Asturian dialect Continuing in a northeasterly
direction for a little more than one mile, one endewsthe villages of Lorero, San Bartolome

and Pumarada. About one mile further downstream is a bridge over the Rio Narcea; across the
river is the village of Laneo. Another three miles downstream is Cornelklhat these

villages have somethingf sgnificancewith the history of our Longoria ancestors. But of

course the one with the most significance is the village of Longoria, the source of our surname.

1 The eight young men weleorenzo Suarez de Longorizope de LanipAlonso de Camufio, Fabian Flores,
Gonzalo Garcia de Menes, Gutierre de las Alas [de Salas?], Juan Fernandez aled®dhiro de Quincanas.
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Figure2. Topographic map of the Narcea River valley, showing lineation of villages
and Longoria ancestral homes

How did the village of Longoria get its namé&®e f e r e mldugas de fongori@ [the placeof
Longoria]can be found in documents dating back to the eatfycgitury, before the word
Longoria becama surname Medieval Latin used the woldngoria/longorioto describea

long, narrow stretch of land used for agricultural purpos€batdescription fits the small valley
perfectly(seeFigurel). It seems likelythat the valley was referred to by that name by the
Romans whethe Iberian Peninsulaas part of th&koman Empire The date when the village
of Longoria was established is not known but there is little doubt it took its name from the
historical and common usage of the wtimdgoria to describe the valley.

In that era, surname usagas not always consisteand $blings sometimes used different
formsoft h e i r spraame IGvesn Bames such as Pedt@renzoand Alonso weralso
very popular. Table Will helpthe reader to identify those individudtem long agowho are
mentioned in the following narrativeswe visit some of the historical sites in the valley

2 Sergio Bartolommei and Eugenio TuRiesentazione del progetto Etica e Territpri@bsite at
http://web.tiscali.it/racchetti/progettoserio/glossario.htm


http://web.tiscali.it/racchetti/progettoserio/presentazione.htm

TABLE 1
A READERGS GUIDE TO WHOOG

(persons mentioned in this articleare in bold type)

1-Pedro de LONGORIA ( - died between1586and 1593
+Catalina SUAREZ de Camufio y Llamas ¢ died before 1586)
. 2Alonso de la PONTIGA (born about 1559i died before 1638
. +Inez RODRIGUEZ de Valdes {
. 3Lorenzo Suarez de LONGORIA ( 1592 about 1668) [went to Mexicoin 1603
. .+Ana de Salazar()
. 3Pedro LONGORIA DE LA PONTIGA ( -)
. .+Mariana FLORES de Almurfe {
..... 4Alonso LONGORIA DE LA PONTIGA (20 May 1621 -)
..... +Maria DE QUINONES-
...... 5Pedro LONGORIA DE QUINONES (21 May 1638
...... +Francisca FLORES VALDES (
........ 6Jose LONGORIA FLORES VALDES (3 May 1696
........ +Rosenda GARCIA CASTANON §
.......... Tose LONGORIA Y GARCIA -CASTANON ( -)
.......... Francisco LONGORIA Y GARCIA -CASTANON (5 May 1734- 13 May 1781)
.......... 7Ramon LONGORIA Y GARCIA -CASTANON (26 March 1738-)
.......... Manuel (El Tuerto) LONGORIA Y GARCIA -CASTANON ( -)
.......... Maria LONGORIA Y GARCIACASTANON (-)
.. 2Maria de LONGORIA ()
. . +Bartolome VELASQEZ (-)
.. 2Lorenzo deLONGORIA ( -)
. . 2Catalina SUAREZ de Lama (- died before 3 April 1603)
. tLope de LANIO (- died before 3 April 1603)
. 3Lope de LANIO (about 1586-) [went to Mexicoin 1603
.. 3Pedro LONGORIA DE LANIO ( -)
. #Ana GONZALEZ de San Martir( - )
..... 4Lorenzo LONGORIA (-)
..... +Ana FERNANDEZ PUMARADA (aka Ana FERNANDEZ MIRANDA) (-)
...... 5Lope LONGORIA MIRANDA ( -)
...... +Ecolastica Serafina SALAS DORIGA)
....... 6-Juan Francisco LONGORIA MIRANDA (10 March 170by 1782)
....... +Josefa RIVERA PRAD®6 September 171525 November 1779)
........ 7Lorenzo Lope LONGORIA RIVERA (25 September 1743 by 1794)
..... 4PedroLONGORIA (-)
..... 4-Domingo LONGORIA (-)
. 2Friar Fernando de MIRANDA ( -)
. 2Pedro SUAREZ DE LONGORIA (about 1566-) [went to Mexicoin 1603as Oidor]
. +Maria de URDINOLA y LOIS ¢) [born in Mexico]
. 3Francisco de URDINOLA (before10May 1606-) [born in Mexico]
. .+Maria MEMENDEZ de Lanio«)
..... 4Pedro Longoria de Urdino[@orn in Asturias]
. . 3Margarita SUAREZ DE LONGORIA (beforé August 1611- ) [born in Mexico]
.. 3Joseph SUAREZ DE LONGORIA (befo2®2 March1615-) [born in Mexico]
.. 3Luis SUAREZ DE LONGORIA (befor@1 June 1616 ) [born in Mexico]
. . 3Catherina SUAREZ DE LONGORIA (befoBJuly 1617-) [born in Mexico]
. 3Pedro SUAREZ DE LONGORIA (befori@November 1618 ) [born in Mexico]
+FranC|sca MENENDEZ DE VALDES ( - died before 1619



San RogueChapel andChurch of San Bartolome

One ofthe oldest buildingin the valley is the Church of San Bartolome in the village of the
same name. The church is actually a reconstruction and expansion of an older chapel, the San
Roque Chapel

Figure3. TheChurchof San Bartolome, site of the original San Roque chapel
At the entrance isRaulN. Longoria; photo taken October 1, 2011.

The original bapel was builas a memorial to the Oid&edro Suarez de Longoriaby his

brotherFriar Fernando de Miranda®>. The exact date of the chapel d
but it was probably | ess durmgtheeaflyd 6 2 OReoslsim f t er

t he archives r eve al Frandgisaotde Wrdinela(@aFdaocrsd songotiad e st s
de Urdinola), was in Asturias as early as December 1828.reason for travelling to Asturias

from Mexico was probablto settle higleceasefl at h e r.drsSemesnbea 1632 Francisco

3 Juan Uria Maquailonso de Bello (1552632): Un indiano perute de los siglos XVI y X\OViedo, Asturias,
Spain, Universidad de Oviedo, 20@age 202.



signed a document in Loreroi@macé&nowaedgi hgomet
administratot.

The chapel wasamed San Roqgggafter the patron saint of dogs and of plagugsfortunately,

the original chapel was partially destroyed by fire some years later and only some of the original

stone walls remined. The chapel was rebuilt and enl ar g:¢
become a small church with two side chapels; this is the structure existing today (Figure 3).

The north side of the church (facing the river, to the left in Figustill hasparts of the original
wallls of theoriginalchapel There also is what a local citiZehe s cr i bed as At he or
that the Longori as(Figued)dd t o enter the chapel

”)',- ) -« e o f.“ ﬂ." "

Figure 4. Raul N. Longoria standing at thedoor which was theentrance to
the original San Roque chapel.

4Juan Uria Maquailonso de Bello (155P632): Un indiano perulero de los siglos XVI y ®Vigdo, Asturias, Spain,
Universidad de Oviedo, 200pages 2003.

5Some 250 years later, Juan Longoria"@f&atgrandson ofAlonso de la Pontigabuilt a church in La Grulla,

Texas and named it San Roque also. My belief is that it was not a coincidence that Juan chose that name.

6 The story was related to me byachl resident and parishioner while | was visiting San Roque on October 1, 2011;
he lived next door to San Roque. He could stay only a few miasthe had to take his son to a soccer gahuid

not record his name but believe it was Gerardo Pelaezdfetez.

" Ibid.



It may be thafAlonso de la Pontigahad died before the chapel was built and only the siblings
and cousins of our ancestarrenzo Suarez de Longoriaactually entered and worshiped in the
original chapel. Nevertiess, being able to stand on the steps leading up to that door and
actually touching that door was a very memorable moment.

A portion ofanoriginal wall of the San Roque chapel is still standing and is incorporated into the
reconstructedtructure. Thatvall (behind man Figure4) is on the north side of the church,

facing the Rio Narcea. It is one wallwhat once was the San Roque Chapét now awall of
asidechapeldedicated to th¥irgen del Socorranside thechurch of San Bartolomeviore than
halfway up that wall i& shieldand a smooth stone with an inscriptigingure 5)

Figure5. Part of an original wall of the San Roque Chapelthva shieldand an
inscription below the shield

The shield has a rampant lion, represegnthe Kingdom of Leon The Principality of Asturias
had once been its own Kingdom but became part of the Kingdom of Leon infteeritQry.
The rampant liorsignified service for the Kingdom of Leon;istfound orthe shieldsof
numeroudamilies fromAsturias including the Longoria family It is also on theoat of arms of
the King of Spain.



Figure6. Closeup view of the shield and inscription on an original wall of San Roque.

Below the shield is an inscription carved into the stone bléafure 6 is a closap view of that
inscription, which reads as follows:

ARMAS DE LA CASA DE LONGORIA MANDO LAS HACER DON
ALONSO DE LONGORIA DE LA PONTIGA SENOR DE LA DICHA
CASA ANO DE 1674.

Translation:

ARMS OF THE HOUSE OF LONGORIA, ORDERED TO BE MADE BY
DON ALONSO DE LONGORIA DE LA PONTIGA LORD OF SAID
HOUSE, YEAR OF 1674.

The date on the inscription is the year 1674, indicating thathieédand inscriptiorwere
probablyaddedduring the reconstructiospme 30 or 40 years after the original chapel was built.
The person named in the inscriptiédtdipnso de Longoria de la Pontigawasa grandson of

Alonso de la Pontigaand ason ofPedro Longoria de la Pontiga As we shall see later,

Alonso de Longoria dela Pontigawas alsahe greagrandfather offrancisco Longoria y



Garcia-Castafionwho became a Knight in the Order of Alcantara in 1766Renthon
Longoria y Garcia-Castafionwho became a Knight in the Order of Santiagh768.

Also seen in Figurd are modern burial crypts. These modern crypts border the north and east
sides of the churchThere are at leagiireeLongorias buried in these modern crypts but all are
dated from the 2Dcentury. Among the more frequent surnames on the modern lmuyipls are
Menendez, Suarez, and Rodrigudtuch older burial crypts are located in a bredurtyard

wall (Figure7) to the left of thdront entranceo the church

Figure7. Old wall with burial crypts at the SaBartolomechurch.

The contents afome of the vaults have been removed, othalts have deterioratdaadly, and
some are stilbealed anihtact. There are no dates on any of the plaques. The plaque in the
center of Figure 7 reads as follows:

AQUI YACER LOS RESTOS DE JOSE GARCIA MENHDEZ
Translation:

HERE LIE THE REMAINS OF JOSE GARCIA MENENDEZ

8 The years 1768768 were avery historic andmemorable 3year period for the Longorids Old Spain as well as
in New Spain.t was 1767 when th y A 3 R doudsifis- the brothers Matias, Vicente and Pedro Longoria
received land grants iwhat is nowSouth Texas from the King of Spain.



Thewall on the south side of the churappears to be a much newwall than that on the north
side, and undoubtedly was added during the reconstruction and expansion. On ikat wall

another inscription (Figur), apparently placed there by the farilyhich reconstructed and
expanded the church after it burned down.
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Figure8. Inscription on newer wall of SaBartolome Church.

This newer wall is an exterior wall of a secaide chapel of San Roque. The inscription reads:

ALONSO FERNANDEZ PUMARADA PRIMOGENITO LIGITIMO
POR LINEA RECTA DE VARON DE LOS ASCENDIENTES
LIGITIMOS Y PRIMOGENITOS DE LA MUY ANTIGUA NOBLE
Y SOLARIEGA CASA DE PUMARADA MANDO FIXAR SUS
ARMAS EN ESTACAPILLA QUE HIZO JUNTAMENTE CON
MARIA SUAREZ LONGORIA BLDO DE SIERRA SU MUJER.

DOTARONLA CON LAS SUS CASAS Y ASENTO DE PUMARIN.
ANO DE 1677

The inscription states thalonso Fernandez Pumaradaand his wifeMaria Suarez Longoria

(it is not known whathe BLDO after her namepresents, but Bernaladoight be a good guess
constructed the chapel and placedshieldon the wall. The date on this inscription is the year
1677, which is three years after the date on the inscriptidheooldemwall on tre gpositeside

of the church. This might mean that the reconstruction of the church was completed in 1677

9 The local resident mentioned previously told me that it was the Terrazzo family who had reconstructed and
expanded the church, but the inscription indicates that it may have been the Pumarada family.



when it was enlarged and essentially converted from a small chapel to a small church. Above
this inscription is @oat of armgFigure9).

Figure9. Pumarada family coat of arms at the SBartolome Church.

This coat of arms is believed to be that of the Pumarada fanfilyis is the exterior wall for the
second side chapealedicated to th¥irgen de la Soledadnsidethe churchthis istheside
chapel to the right of the main alta®@n the ceiling of this chapel is painted the same coat of
arms found on the exterior wall.

Unfortunately, the lineagef Maria Suarez Longoria and her husban8llonso Fernandez
Pumaradaare yetto be determinedHowever, it is likely thaAlonso Fernandez Pumaradas
related in some manner gma Fernandez Pumarada (aka Ana Fernandez Mirandayvho
was married tdh.orenzo Longoria, grandson oLope de LanioandCatalina Suarez de Lama

Figure 10 showthe nave oftiis small church and the main altar. This is all believed to be an
addition to the original San Roque chapel after it burned down. The oval doorway to the left
| eads to a small area containing thTde conf essi

0 The upper right and lowdeft quarters of the coat barms contairwhat appear to bdive applespomaradais a
Spanish word meaning apple orchard.



rectangular door on the right leads to a small courtyditte site of the original San Roque

chapel ign the side chapel to the left of the main altar, its entrance hidden in this view by the left
leg of thelargearchbetween the nave and the main altéhe other side chapel, added by the
Pumarada family, is to the right of the main altar, its entrance hidden in this view by thegight le
of the arch.

Figure 10. Main altar at Church of San Bartolome. The original chapel of San Roque
is to the leftof the main altar. The newer side chapel added by the Pumarada family
is to the right of the main altar. Photo courtesy of Carmen Longoria de la Llata.

Unfortunately, we were unable to enter the church because it was locked. A distant cousin,
Carmen longoria de la Llatd was more fortunate when she visited ity2011 and she kindly
provided me with photos of the interior.

1 Originally from Brownsville, Texaarmenis descended from Joseph Longoria Garcia and Maria Chapa
Benavides; Joseph was a brother of Juan Diego Longoi@/Gar | y R al NAF g+ a | &AA&GSN 27
Chapa Benavides.



Casa de la Pontiga

There are thresolariegas or ancestral homes, in the Longoria homelands in Astufias

oldest of these is known as Casa de la PolEmgare 11) in the village of Pumaradadt is not

known when this house was buitr even whethehis was actually the first building to be
referr €ds todas | Gnewtressin a1§38avil lawsuit'? stated thatPedro de
LongoriadelaPontigawas | i vi ng i n t ladhatilimeaTherecatdefthhita Pont |
caseleaves no doubt that there was an actual building in 1638 that served as the residence for
Pedro de Longoria de laPontiga; it alsoidentifies himas abrother ofLorenzo Suarez de

Longoria who was then residing in Mexico. Thus, a soAloinso de la Pontigawas living in
abuildingc al cadande | a Ploseams \@®y likely theklohisé @e8a Pontiga

who was the first to udeontiga in hisurnameand was referred to as Lord of la Pontiga

actually builtand establishethe very firstCasa de la PontigdWhethetthatfirst house was the
houseshownin Figure 1L is not known, but it is certainlyery possible and even likely

Figurell. Casa de la Pontiga #001 Photo courtesy of Lui&riasArgliellesMeres.

12 ¢Ejecutoria del pleito litigado por Pedro de Longoria, vecino del concejo dé $alas NOKA @2 RS I wS|I f
de Valladolid, Registro de Ejecutorias, Caja 2690, 17.



The home, now abandonasl Jocated within the estatazerwhich Alonso de la Pontigaand
probably his fathePedro de Longoriabefore himonce presided dsord. Casa de la Pontiga
continued to bewned by descendants Afonso de la Pontigauntil the mid19" century but is
now owned by notfiamily. Vandals sacked the buildimg 1990,stealing many things, including
theshieldthat was in an interiguatio. A few years agpstrangers attempted to take the original
wooden doors (Figur#2) with their carvedshield symbolized by a rampant libh but were
thwarted by a neighb&twho subsequently removed the doors and is safeipgaittem in a
storage area in her home.

still in place in 2001 when this photo was taken hyis Arias ArguelleMeres.

Perhaps offering a c ltha @elticsyonbadfarthe sumis iessribea ons 6
the stone beneathfint window of Casa de la Pontiga (Figur®. The Celts occupied northern
Spain from about 900 B.C. to about 200 B.C. and were deddripthe Romans as being

fiercely independent and courageous in battle. Qélesrevered the sun and the moon, and
highly valued mountains, forests, and rivefdl those things revered by the Celts were certainly
very evident in the little valley of the Longoria ancestral lands. Perhaps it was that Celtic

B Usage ohirampant lionon a shieldsymbolizel service fothe Kingdom of Leon. The Kingdom of Asturias was

incorporated into the Kingdom of Leon in 924 AD.
4 Maria Elena Perez lives next door and is a good friend of LuistkgésllesMeres. She owns and opées El
Aguila Negra, a restaurant and bar, in the bottom floor of her home.

her



heritage, instilled over many generations, which inspired our Longoria relatives to incorporate a
Celtic synbol in a building constructed more than 1500 years after the Celts in Spain were
conquered by the Romanghat Celtic spirit still lives in Asturias todags we discovereith

Oviedo on a typical Sunday afternoon when local citizens, dressed in Celtimessplayed
bagpipes and performed dances in a park in the middle of the city.

Flgure13 Celtlc symbol of the sun beneath window at Casa de la Pontlga
Photo courtesy of Luis Arias Arguelldderes, photo taken in 2001.

An interesting bit of history of Casa de la Pontiga is provide@dspar Melchor de Jovellanos
therenownedAsturian author, statesman and philosoptwig mentiored Casa de la Pontiga
his diary® chronicling his travels throughout Asturias from 176@801. On July 20, 1792,
Jovellanos passed through on his virayn Cornellanao Belmontede Mirandaand wroté®:

fiPasase el puente sobre el Narcea, y se reconocen vestigios de oaotigds, aunque

no tanto como el de mas arriba; siguese por el camino de Grado, y dejandole a la
izquierda en Marcel, se continla por Santiago de la Barca, Requejo, Barcena, siempre
arrimados a la pefa, siempre contra la corriente del Narcea y siempréstera la

derecha. Vega continuada en sus orill&ontiga y casa de los Longorias, como de
duefios ausentesnuchos avellanos. El Fueo, y aqui la unién del Piguefia.

15 Gaspar Melchor de Jovellanasis Viajes por Asturias (172801), Introduccion y seleccion de textos de Noelia
Garcia Diaz y Juan Diaz Alvatetp://blogalsa.es/wpcontent/uploads/2012/01/ebook.DIARIDELOS

VIAJES.pdf

16 |bid; page 118.



Jovellanos is describing his journey from Cornellana up the right bank of the Rio Narcea past the
villages of Santiago de la Barca, Requejo, Battena He encounters fertile fields along its

bank before reaching 0P o mteresgngly, Jovellaacdoesansta de | o
mention Casa de | a Pontiga but makes referenc
The fact that he names the Longorias implies that the family was important enough to note by

name. He then adds a phrase whithdir al | 'y transl ates into Ali ke
is describing dnousethat was notvell maintained, as if it had been abandoned by its owners.

He also adds that there are mangllanosorh az el nut tr ees. He L hen r ¢
Fueoo at the confluence of the Rio Narcea wit
other villages such as Pumarada, San Bartolome, Lorero, or Longoria.

Three days later, on July 23, 1792, Jovellanos passed through the area again as héoeturned
Belmonte on his way back to Cornellana and wrote

AiLugar de Longoria, cuya casa principal posee un tal Arias, canonigo de Teverga. San
Bartoldme de Miranda, y en él la casa de la Pontiga, que hoy posee D. Manuel Longoria,
aunque el ultimo de lEmilia. El mayor esta ignorado en América; la familia del

Segundo, el coronel D. Francisco, no promueve su derecho por esta ignorancia;, D.
Ramoén lleva tras de si el reato de sus desaciertos, y por esto el ultimo, conocido por
Longoria el Tuerto, esta sfirutando su casa en compafia de una mujer, antes criada,

gue la justicia elevo a su lecho cuando ya tenian anticipada larga sucesion.

This time Jovellanos does mention a place named Longaling that the principal house there

is possessed by a mammed Arias, who i clergyman imfeverga. On this occasion alsbge

does refer to Casa de la Pontiga, stating it is in the village of San Bartolome de Miranda and is
owned by DorManuel Longoria, known ad_ongoria el Tuerto (or OneEyed Longoria), even
though he isthe lagimale]lof hi s fami | y. Jovell anos explain
America and ignorant of the affairs back home; that the family of the second brother Francisco
does not promote their rights because of their ignorancettaidhe third brother Ramon

carried an obligation to atone for his mistdResThus, the youngest brother, knowrLasgoria

el Tuerto, was enjoying the house in the company of his woman, previously his servant, whom
justice had promoted to his bed affeey already had a long line of succession; that is, they had
many children before they becamman and wifdoy common law.

Luis Arias ArgiiellesMeres® added theletails that the woman living witanuel Longoria el

Tuertohad been Manuel 6s cook, that they had 14 c
citedManuel Longoria el Tuerto as an example of a decadent hidalgo who made no effort to

develop any social or cultural activitfés

171bid; page 126,

BE¢KSNE A& | R20dzyYSyid Ay GKS ! NOKA B&utdiddelfpeito livgadofpor / KI y OA f f
Manuel Mayorga, vecino de Valladolid, con Ramon Longeaizildo del orden de Santiago, vecino de Ceuta, sobre

paga de maravedigsY. Rl 6§ SR 5SOSYOSNE wmT o @ L KFE@S y23G AydaSNLINBi
the mistakedor whichRamon Longoria Florgsad to atone

9 A distinguished author, professor of literature and languages, Longoria descendant and owner of Casa de

Longoria in Laneo, Luis Arias ArglieNeses is a personal friend

20 private emaifrom Luis Arias Arguelldderes,September 28, 2000.



ThatManuel el Tuerto was a hidalgos without doubt as h&as descended froAonso de la
Pontigaandhad two older brothers who had been knighkgdncisco Longoria Flores(aka

Francisco Longoria y GarciaCastafiorn) became a Knight in the Order of Alcantara in 1766,

andRamon Longoria Flores (akaRamon Longoria y Garcia-Castafior) became a Knight in

the Order of Santiago two years later in 1768. The eldest brddssi,.ongoria y Garcia-

Castafion according to Jovellanosjas somewhere in Americhe could veryvell be the

person listed in several documents in the General Archive of the Indies in Seville, Spzse as

Flores Longoriaw h o \adménistfador de correas ( manager of the post ¢
iCartagena de I ndiaso ( Car trngthayears1ToOtb rdbi a i n

Francisco Longoria Floresdeserves additional mention because in 1781 he was serving as a

Colonel in the 1% Infantry Regiment of Aragon in Pensacola, Florida, under the command of

General Bernardo de Galvez, the Spanish @Gmreof Louisiana. Gen. Galvez (hamesake of the
future town of Galveston, Texas) was | eading
Revolution, as well as to protect Spainds int
consisting of he states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Flor@da May 10, 1781, the

Spanish forces finally captured the British stronghold of Fort George at Pensacsitg dhthe
British capitol of \&snsthese Efforts werakay factorBfhai nds s uc
American patriotsvinning theirWar of Independence from Great Britaifragically,Col.

Francisco Longoria Floresdied on May 13, 1781, just three days after their conquest of Fort

George He diednot from bdtle wounds but from aitiness’?, leavinga wife and three young

daughter$’in Cuba where they were apparently living at the time. This was a little more than 11
years before Jovellanos passed through the village of Longoria during his travels, and explains

why Jovellanos did rtaefer to Francisco in the first person but referred only to his family. It

may be that Franciscod6s wife and daughters re
Franciscobds r i gohdtleastind io & position toAds anything absut it

Casa de la Pontiga is no longer owned by any descendakitesngb de la Pontiga The last
owner of Casa de la Pontiga who actually lived in it is believed to be Don Renato®zores
attorney general for the Second Spanish Republic who was forcedéc3pain in 1938 in exile
during the Spanish Civil War.

Figure 4 is a photo ofCasa de la Pontigaken 10 years after the photo in Figure 10 and shows
the additional deterioration that has taken place during that time. Shrubs andweegasving
around, above and inside the house. As mentioned earlier, the original wooden doors are no
longer in place; nevertheless, it is impossible to enter the house because of the debris and
vegetatiorgrowing inside the houselhe vegetation growing over theft front window now

21 The documenthiad not been digitized and thus were not available for online viewirfgtpt/pares.mcu.es/

therefore, it remains to be determined whether the Jose Flores Longoria in Cartagena, Colombia was indeed the
eldest brother of Manuel Longoria el Tuerto.

221liness was a frequent occurrence for the Spanish troops, as they had to march through several swamps.

21 NODKA @2 DSy S NPehsione§ Signatfa: SEWILEGI6846,13; Maria Francisca de Omania, viuda de
Francisco Longoria, coronel que fué del Regimigdatimfanteria de Aragon, que fallecié en el sitio de la Plaza de
Panzacola, solicita se la conceda alguna pension sobre vacantes maiores y menores de la Isfadle Cuva

24 Private email on September 28, 2000, from Luis Arias Argildibess, owner of Casaed_ongoria in Laneo

Ozores left Spain in 1938, going first to France where he boarded a ship bound for Panama; he spent the rest of his
life in Panama, building a career as editor of La Estrella de Pananteeathe a noted author and playwright.



totally obgures theCeltic symbol shown in Figure 13The present owners did attempt to restore
the house but were deniagermit becaushe public road is too close to the front of the house

Fiure14. Photo of Casa de Rontiga taken on October 1, 2011.

Casa de la Pontiga is located in what is nleewtillage ofPumaradand seems strategically
located as the home of a person with the title of Lord of la Pontiga.almost halfway
between San Martin de Lodon and Lanehich were the two villages at either end of the
Longoria ancestral homelandhs locationalsoaffords a ground level view ohost ofthe
beautifulvalley and thetallestmountainin the vicinity, El Courio(Figure B).

e N v ATl T % T o T
Figurel5. View from in front of Casa de la Pontig#ountain in background is El
Courig villagein middle isSan Bartolome Photo taken on October 1, 2011.




Palacio de Longoria

Continuingupriver from San Bartolome for about one mile, past the villages of Hospital and
Lorero, is the village of Longoria, spelled Llongoria in the native Asturianu dialect (Fi§ure 1

The village currently has some 20 homes and probably less than 50 intsabitas located just
downstream from the point where the Rio Piguefia, flowing northward from the town of
Belmonte de Miranda, merges into the Rio Narcea as it continues its journey northward to empty
into the Cantabrian Sea.

is El Courio. Photo take@ctober 1, 2011.

Located here is another of teelariegas known locally as th€alacio de LongoriéFigure T7),

the wordpalacioin this case having its alternate meanin@asfcestral mansian i nst ead of
usual me a n i .nrge history of thisabuildimges ot known, but the current structure
certainly appears to have experienced some recent renovations or reconsipectiaps

incorporating some of the original walls.

This solariegag or at least its predecessand some additional lands near San Martin de Lodon
wereonceowned byPedro de Longorig father ofAlonso de la Pontiga Alonso de la Pontiga
testifiec?® in a criminal lawsuit irl593 thata disputed plot of land near San Martin de Lotlad
been given td-rancisca Menendez de Valdem repayment of her dowry after she was

25 ¢Pleito de Diego Suarez de San Martin, de Miranda (AstuFies)cisca Mendez [Menendedg Valdes, de
Miranda (Asturias), Diego de Motas, de Miranda (Asturiasienzo de Longorjade Miranda (Asturias), sobre

propiedad de ciertas heredades wSIFf | dZRASYOAIl & [/ KFIyOAffSNAI RS I €fLFF

413,1; 15931598.



widowed fromPedro de Longoria Francisca MenendeavasPedro de Longoridd s s econd

wife and thusvasthe stepmother ofAlonso de la Pontigaand the oidoPedro Suarez de

Longoria. During his testimonylonso de la Pontigea | s o de c | arcashdotcdnat he w
una hermana dérancisca Menendepero que por esto no dejle decir la verdad[he was

married to a sister dfrancisca Menendezut that would not keep him from saying the truth]
Thus,Francisca Menendezvas not only a stemother ofAlonso de la Pontiga she was also

his sistefin-law. Francisca subsequently married Diego Abzade Motaswho was also listed

as a defendant in the 1593 lawsuit.

UponFranciscds deathherproperties were inherited by her bret Alvaro Menendez de

Miranda. Documents in the Archivo de la Casa de Cienfuegos derikga reveal thania

series of complicated transactddmally completed on April 21, 161%Ivaro Menendez

ending up selling thse properties tAlonsode Belld®. Thos e pr o p e tatasuesdei ncl u
Longoriad  a la casafgrande de Longoria con sus camaras,delmas que tiene dentro de

ella, con su cercado, horreo, parra, naranjo, y huerta, y su quintana, entradas y galldhes

ficasuc® was a s mal dasabrandés eo bbwuito utshley fir ef er Shet o t hi s
description of the property sold indies that, besides the house, the isaleded the living

chambers and everything else inside, the walls enclosing the home, the raised granary, the

grapevins, orange treg an orchard or vegetable garden, and a villa.

The new ownerAlonso de Bellg was a native Asturian from the village of Bellsome three
miles southwest of Longoria. Hwad returned homia 1604after 29 years in Peru, where he had
started out as a muleteer Inde his fortune as a merchnt

Flgure ]7 Palamo de Longma MevnlageofLongorla Photo was taken
October 1, 2011.

26 Juan U Magua,Alonso de Bello (155P632): Un indiano perulero de los siglos XVI y BViédo, Asturias,
Spain, Universidad de Oviedo, 20pages 19492,

27 Spaniards who went to the New World, made their fortune, and returned to Spain to live were icalii@gos
They frequently built large homes or mansions upon their return.



This is probably theite of thesame house that Jovellanos mentioned in his diary in 1792 as
beingthe principal house in Longoria that was tipassessed by a man named Arias, a
clergyman in TevergaThe housevas eventually inherited by the Cienfuegos family,
descendants of a gramé&phew ofAlonso de Bello Current ownership of this ancestral home is
not known. This housealso hasa shield(Figure 18) installed just under the roof to the left of the
windows in Figure I. There is no inscription indicating when or by whom it was installed. As
in the doors at Casa de la Pontiga and at San Roque church, the shield has only one symbol, that
of the rampant lion. However, thehieldhas a fancier appearance than the ofhedscating

that it is probably of a much newer vintage. Since this ancestral home was no¢ihbgrany
Longoria descendants, it may be that ghigldrepresents some other family which also used the
rampant lioron its shield Also presenbver e of the windowsn this home are Celtic symbols
for the sun and a cro¢Bigure D).

Figurel8. Closeup view of the Longoriahieldon the wall
of Palacio de Longoria.

Figure B. Celtic symbols on window at Palacio de Longoria.



Casa de Longoria

Returning to Pumarada and travelingpther mile or so downstreaamdcrossinga bridge over
the Rio Narceato theConcejo de Salasne arrives aanaldea(hamlet) named Langoften
spelled as Lanig}he site of a@hird solariegaknown asCasa de LongoriéFigure20).
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Fiure20. Casa de Longria in Laneo. Photo courtey of Luis Arias Ag{lééess.

The present building is not the original ancestral home. The original ancestral home was called
Casa de la Cuestda'he date of construction for Casa de la Cuesta is not knovitwiag in
existence before 1681

On October 21, 1681, the clebomingo Longoria founded the Capellania de Nuestra Sefiora
de la Soledad The founding documestatecthis about the Capellania [chaplaincy]:

AfEEnN | as casas de Capell anias de Quinzanaséant
parecioel liciencadoDomingoLongoria, Cura propio de dicha Parroquia, y dijo que para el

servicio de DioNuestro Sefior y de su madre Santisima y aumento del culto divino y bien de las
animas de los fieles difuntos, quiere fundar y dotar una Capellania colativa para siempre jamas

dd mundo;la qual ha de ser en la su Capilla, que asi propiamente dicho otorgante fabricé y

dot6 y adornén el lugar de Lanio, feligresia de Santiago la Barca, en el Concejo de Salas,

dentro de las cercas de las casas y asiento en quémigazo Longorig su hermanpque tiene

por advocadion Nuestra Sefiora de la Soleédacf.

ZExcerpt (page 198) of a family book writtenMgria del Carmen Fernandégiranda documenting the histories
of the Casa de El Lagar (ancestral home of the Miranda family) and Casa de la Cuesta (now known as Casa de
Longoria) in Laneo, Asturias; excerpts from book provided by Antonio Vill&doaliaAsuriason April 26, 2014.



The document attests to the Roman Catholic faith of our Longoria ancestors.rétvaksis that
Casa de la Cuesta was in existence priorto 168lat Do mi nlgrenzslLongariam t h e r
lived thereand thathe chapel was built within thealls enclosinghe housing complex

Domingoand Lorenzo were gregrandsons oPedro de LongoriaandCatalina Suarez de
Camuiio. Their paternal grandmother w@atalina Suarez de Lamaa sster ofAlonso de la
Pontiga. Their father wa®edro Longoria de Lanio, the &' greatgrandfather of the current
owner of Casa de Longoria, Luis Arias ArguelMsres.

Casa de la Cuesta burned down in 1852 or 1853 after a maid left a hot iron on a bed sheet and
forgot about it. The only things remaining after the fire were the walls of the chapehnite

and the cider roof. The haise was rebuilt byalentin Longoria Casares a greatgreat
grandfather of the current owner Luis AriagyiellesMeres. It wasdedicated and blessed on

June 1, 187,7andit is possible that may be the déteame to be called Casa de Longoria.

High on the front wall of Casa d@ngoria is a coat of arms and an inscription (Figuie 2

Longoria in Laneo.

This shield is different from those at the San Roque church, the Palacio de Longoria and at Casa
de la Pontiga in that théield is now divided into two parts with the right half containing a

22The cider room is where apple cider is made, bottled and stored. It seems like everyone makes and bottles their
own cider for their personal use. | can personally attest to the great taste of the local cider.



rampant lion and the left half containing a cross. The cross represents the maternal Rivera
lineage€® and the rampant lion represents the paternal Longoria liteage

The inscription stateESTAS ARMAS MANDO HACER Dn LORENZO LONGORIA RIVERA
ANO De 1775.

TranslationTHESE ARMS ORDERED MADE BY DON LORENZO LONGORIA RIVERA,
YEAR OF 1775

This Lorenzo (ak&orenzo Lope Longoria Rivera) would have been d%3yreatgrandson of

Lope de LanioandCatalina Suarez de Lamaa sister ofAlonso de la Pontiga As noted

earlier,Lope de LanioandCatalina Suarez de Lamawere also the parents bbpe de Lanio,

one of the eight boys who went to Mexico City in 1603 &Ascar i adoo f or t he newl
Oidor Pedro Suarez de Longoria.Lorenzo Longoria Riverais also the % greatgrandfather

of Luis AriasArguellesMeres, the current owner of Casa de Longoria.

Figure22. Chapel at Casa de Longoria, witvner
Luis AriasArguellesMeres in foreground.

%0 private correspodence with Antonio Villabellm Asturias Source document titledParticion de Pedro Longoria
y de Ana Gonzalez y Maria del Busto su primera y segunda mujer AffariLBld@aria deBelmonte de Miranda,
Caja 422.

31 The rules of heraldry are complex butrnmally the paternal arms are on the left half of the shield.



The current Casa de Longoria also has a small chapel (gucennected to the main
residence. This is probably the site of the original chapel dedicabbgegira Sefiora de la
Soledad

Inside the chapel aseveral statuedigure ). One of the statues is of St. Anthony Abate (also
known as St. Anthony the Great), the patron saint of people who worked with pigs and
swineherdsa role which undoubtedlyasveryimportantin that era Another statue is @t.

Lorenzo, the namesake of several of our Longoria relatives, including our anaestazo

Suarez de Longoria The chapel has a balcony whose only access is through a door leading to
the second floor of the main residence building. It was the peaafiihe owners of Casa de
Longoria to sit in this balcony while attending mass. Other village people would sit on the main
floor of the chapel while attending masehe chapel is used today only for important or

significant family affairs.

ol ! ST - U L
Figure 3. Interior of chapeldedicated to Nuestra Sefiora de la Soledad,Casa de Longoria in Laneo.
St. Anthony Abate is on the left; St. Lorenzo is on the right. Note the private family balcony at upper
left; it leads to the main house.

Also attached to Casa de la Pontiga jBera visible at the extreme right of Figu2® and in a
closeup view in Figure24. Asturians use paneraor anhorreoto store their grains. They are
built high above ground on stone or concrete pillars épkermin out. Arhorreois smaller

and requires only four pillars, one at each cornepaderais larger and requires more than four
pillars. Otherwisepanerasandhorreosare identical in function.

And in the narrow courtyard beside the chapebitegto the panera, are tlergest,most
incrediblehortenciaghydrangeasiny wife and | have ever seérigure 5). It was surprising
to learn they grew that way without being watered or fertilileely werean affirmation of the
great climatefrequent rains and fertile soll



Figure24. Thepaneraat Casa de Longoria, wittabe bean stalks storedThe
beans are used to mak@bada asturiang a popular and traditional Asturian
dish. Photo taken October 1, 2011.

Figure B. The magnificenthydrangeasn the courtyard ofCasa de Longoria in
Laneoamazemy wife, Minerva Alcal& Longoria




